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Chinese White Dolphin Monitoring Works
é;g HONG KONG

Vessel-based and Land-based Surveys o e | INTERRATIONAL
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Airport Authority Hong Kong continuously mogitors activities of Chinese White Dolphins (CWDs) in
the Lantau waters during the pre-construction’, construction, and the subsequent post-construction
and operation phases of the Three-Runway System (3RS) Project, aiming to collect information of

CWDs, which is published regularly. Monitoring results showed that CWDs continue to forage and

socialize in the western waters of Hong Kong, primarily the West Lantau waters.
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Information gathered during the pre-construction of the 3RS Project forms a baseline reference for
the relevant assessment work.
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Vessel-based surveys collect CWD sightings and behaviour data for the estimation of their distribution,

density and abundance at designated areas covering the northern, western and southwestern Lantau
waters, and to monitor the potential shift of the CWD travelling areas and habitats.
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The survey methodology adopted by vessel-based surveys
aligns with the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department’s long-term marine mammals monitoring
programme. During the survey, the monitoring vessel travels
along the predetermined transect lines and observers search
for dolphins with the aid of handheld binoculars. When CWDs
are sighted, the vessel, in accordance with the guidelines for
dolphin watching, approaches the dolphins for species
identification, group size estimation, behavioural observations
and photo-taking. Since the commencement of monitoring
works in late-2015 and up to mid-2023, a total survey effort of
over 45,000 km had been conducted.
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Land-based Theodolite Tracking Survey hs
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Land-based monitoring helps to obtain fine-scale information of CW Ds during daytime,
including their behaviours and movement patterns, as well as their interaction with marine
vessels and other human activities in the survey areas. Surveys are conducted at the
survey stations in Sha Chau and Lung Kwu Chau. The Sha Chau Survey Station provides
a good view overlooking the waters at the north of Airport Island, while the Lung Kwu Chau
Survey Station can supplement vessel monitoring data in assessing the effectiveness of
High Speed Ferries speed and route restrictions on CWD conservation.

During land-based surveys, observers search for dolphins with the aid of handheld
binoculars. Once spotted, the CWD is continuously tracked via theodolite. Positions the
CWOD surfaces are recorded until it is out of sight. Since the commencement of monitoring
works in late-2015 and up to mid-2023, over 1,600 hours of land-based survey had been
conducted.
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