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Marine Ecology and Fisheries Enhancement Strategy
Fish Restocking Pilot Test Phase 2
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Airport Authority Hong Kong (AAHK) is implementing a Marine Ecology and Fisheries Enhancement Strategy intended to enhance the
marine environment for the benefit of marine ecology and fisheries resources in North Lantau waters. Following the success of the
fish restocking pilot test conducted in 2019 and the deployment of Artificial Reefs (ARs) within the Hong Kong International Airport
Approach Area No.1, a restricted area at the western end of the South Runway, in mid-2021, phase 2 of the pilot test was undertaken
at the deployed ARs, to investigate the suitability of the ARs as a habitat for the released fishes. As vessels are restricted from
entering the Hong Kong International Airport Approach Area (HKIAAA), the risk of released fingerlings being captured by commercial
fishing activities and impacts from vessel activities could be minimised.
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Approximately 20,000 fish fingerlings, including black seabream,
yellowfin seabream, green grouper and white flower croaker, were
released in mid-2023. These species are native with high
commercial value and ecological importance but locally depleted.
The objective of restocking is to enhance the ecological and fisheries
value in the North Lantau waters as a whole.
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Fingerlings were temporarily kept in fish farm for Fish fingerlings were carefully transported from the for on-location release
acclimatisation to ensure the fishes could adapt to the fish farm to the release location at HKIAAA on the day
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After the release, a six-month monitoring
using acoustic monitoring, remote
underwater videos and underwater visual
censuses was conducted to assess the
effectiveness of the pilot test.
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Divers release the fish fingerlings underwater at the deployed ARs
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