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Marine Ecology and Fisheries Enhancement Strategy
Fish Restocking Pilot Test ®
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Airport Authority Hong Kong (AAHK) is implementing a Marine Ecology and Fisheries Enhancement
Strategy intended to contribute towards enhancing marine ecology and fisheries resources in North Lantau
waters. One area of fisheries enhancement being explored is an evaluation of whether fish restocking can
enhance fisheries resources in North Lantau waters. A fish restocking pilot test is undertaken to determine
if fish restocking is effective — if fisheries benefits are evident, fish restocking may then be considered in
the future 3RS Marine Park management plan.
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More than 8,000 individuals of three native fish species }ﬁmﬁﬂfﬁﬁ%b;g;%?’;%%;]é\ré#gﬁﬁggﬁ
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were released, InCIUdmg' / The fingerlings were sourced from hatcheries in
Mainland China and precautions were taken to
ensure the fish could adapt to the marine
environment in western Hong Kong waters.
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RERABINNYE - Green grouper -
These fish species were chosen because they are known to 2 ‘
R

inhabit western Hong Kong waters, although their abundance has fiis 3 e
reduced in recent years. The objective of restocking is to increase  Black seabream Yellowfin seabream
and encourage abundance.
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During the acclimatisation period, the
fingerlings were fed regularly and
monitored.
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Fingerlings were temporarily kept at a
nearby fish farm to ensure the fish
acclimatised properly to western Hong
Kong waters prior to release.
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AAHK released the fingerlings in waters near the artificial
seawall within the Hong Kong International Airport
Approach Area. Since the area is restricted to vessels, the
risk of fish fingerlings being captured by commercial fishing
activities and impacts from vessels activities are minimised.
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Divers placed the fingerlings in batches of several
hundreds into waters directly adjacent to the
artificial seawall, to facilitate quick habituation to the
seawall habitat before release.
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After the release, a series of post-release
monitoring will be conducted to assess the
effectiveness of this pilot test.
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