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Fish Restocking Pilot Test
Post-release Monitoring
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Airport Authority Hong Kong (AAHK) is implementing a Marine Ecology and Fisheries Enhancement
Strategy to help enhance marine ecology and fisheries resources in North Lantau waters. One initiative
is a fish restocking pilot test involving the release of fish fingerlings near the artificial seawall within the
Hong Kong International Airport Approach Area and a six-month post-release monitoring exercise to
evaluate restocking effectiveness. Different methods of fish monitoring were adopted to ensure the best
chance of tracking released fish, including traditional fisheries surveys, a Baited Remote Underwater
Video System (BRUVS) and the use of acoustic monitoring.
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BRUVS comprises a waterproof camera, an acoustic tags into some of the released Traditional capture methods such as
underwater lighting system and fish bait fishes and using an acoustic receiver to hand-lining and cage-trapping are also
placed in front of the camera. The bait record the location and movement of used to record the presence or absence
attracts fish and close-up images allow released fish over time. This method of released fish at survey locations and
identification of the fishes attracted to the facilitates a much better understanding the size of captured fishes is also

bait. This technique is a non-invasive method of fish movements after release as well recorded. All captured fishes are

that is well suited to low visibility underwater as the preferred habitat of the released released back to the survey location to

environments. fishes. minimise disturbance to local fish

= assemblages.
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Monitoring results indicated the released fishes were
detected near the release location and at natural shores
near Tai O, Sham Wat, San Shek Wan, Sha Lo Wan
and at artificial seawalls near Airport Island and Tung
Chung. The results would be useful to help evaluate
the effectiveness of the fish restocking programme
and study the feasibility of future fish restocking
exercises in the western Hong Kong waters.
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